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A recent visit to my home town brought 
back dozens of memories. I spent some 
time just driving around; past the three 
houses our family lived in since my birth, 
and the sites of the three buildings where 
I’d attended school. All three houses have 
undergone changes over the years, but are 
still pretty much as they were when I lived 
in them. None of  the school buildings 
has survived, but even when I’m looking 
at their replacements, my mind is seeing 
them as they were from the mid-1930s to 
the early 1950s. I could still walk down 
familiar hallways, climb the flights of 
stairs, peek into former classrooms and 
recall the faces of all my favorite teachers.

I read somewhere everybody loved their 
second-grade teacher. I don’t know why, 
but that seems to be true, at least in my ob-
servation. My second-grade teacher was 
Miss McDowell and I remember so many 
things about her. For starters, she wasn’t 
particularly pretty, but that didn’t matter 
to me. For some reason, that seemed to 
be important to adults, though I couldn’t 
imagine why except they probably didn’t 
know anything else to ask when talking to 
a 7-year-old. After the first day of school, 
my Dad would ask, “How was school? Is 
your teacher pretty?” At Thanksgiving 
dinner at my grandparents’ farm, my 
uncles would ask, “What grade are you 
in now? Do you have a pretty teacher?” 

The dentist, trying to make conversation 
where I could answer with a nod, asked, 
“Do you like school?” And when I nod-
ded, he would say, “I bet you have a pretty 
teacher, don’t you?”

I never understood what beauty had 
to do with being a good teacher. I re-
sponded to things like, patience, kindness, 
understanding, sympathy and whether 
my teacher seemed to care about me 
and really wanted to help me learn. Miss 
McDowell was probably not too long out 
of normal school, which was they called 
teachers’ colleges in those days, but she 
was a natural born teacher. She obviously 
loved children and treated each child with 
respect. Our problems were her problems 
and she worked with us until she was 
certain we understood the lessons and felt 
good about our accomplishments.

I’ve wondered just why it seems to be 
true most people from older generations 
remember their second-grade teacher bet-
ter than others in the lower grades, and I 

think it has to do with the fact it was when 
we really started to learn what children 
now learn beginning in kindergarten. 
In those days, many communities didn’t 
even have kindergartens, and in those that 
did, kindergarten was little more than 
spending half  days at the babysitter. We 
learned to follow rules, keep our hands to 
ourselves, listen quietly, walk in orderly 
lines, write our names, raise our hands 
before we spoke and wait our turn at the 
swings and the water fountain.

First grade was more like the equivalent 
of today’s preschool where we were intro-
duced to writing, reading, and spelling 
simple words, coloring inside the lines, 
remembering facts and parroting them 
back, numbers and simple addition. We 
were taught the Pledge of  Allegiance, 
cooperation in the form of  team play, 
new games and songs. We underwent 
‘inspection’ every morning in hopes we 
would develop good habits like brushing 
our teeth, keeping our ears and fingernails 
clean and carrying a handkerchief at all 
times.

But in second grade, we found out what 
school was really all about. We began 
the process of learning how to learn. We 
enjoyed the heady delight to be found in 
mastering new skills and finding out about 
things we’d never dreamed of. I remember 
hurrying home to tell my mother or my 

sister all about a new idea or place or thing 
nobody ever told me about before. I felt 
like a master mathematician as I proudly 
presented my dad with a week’s worth of 
arithmetic papers- all with the coveted 
100 percent inscribed in blue pencil at the 
top beside my name. Probably the most 
astonishing thing I discovered was, even 
at that young age, I had already learned 
a few things my parents didn’t know! 
(Years later I found out, like computer 
science today, the things we learned about 
dinosaurs then simply hadn’t been known 
when our parents were our age.)

The summer after my second-grade 
year, Miss McDowell was married and 
became Mrs. Johnson. We stopped at her 
classroom on Registration Day to visit 
with her that next fall. I remember hoping 
she would remember me (after what had 
seemed, to me, an almost endless sum-
mer) and was relieved when she seemed 
genuinely glad to see me. Miss Kading 
was my teacher in third grade. She had a 
reputation as one of the best teachers in 
the school system and most parents were 
delighted to find their child assigned to 
her classroom– but she was no Miss Mc-
Dowell. And she didn’t know it, but she 
taught me a very important lesson about 
teaching that stuck with me for life.

Remembering some favorite teachers

By Kevin Kinney
Iowa Senate
Iowa’s economy is in 

transition, which presents 
opportunities and chal-
lenges. We must help ensure 
a better future for Iowa 
workers and for the state 
as a whole.

Our state’s economic 
vitality has been slow since 
the Great Recession. Even 
though unemployment is 
at record low levels, slow 
population growth and em-
ployment growth persist.

At the same time, the 
nature of work is rapidly 
changing. While jobs are 
not disappearing, many are 
being augmented by tech-
nology, like information 
and data processing. Skills 
that cannot be automated 
are growing in demand, in-
cluding analytical thinking, 
innovation and technical 
design.

One report suggests more 
than 30 percent of Amer-
ican workers will need to 
change jobs by 2030 due to 
this shift. The growing “gig 
economy” is also altering 
the nature of work.

Skills training, lifelong 
learning and a flexible ap-
proach are the new normal 
when it comes to job prepa-
ration and work.

Legislators are taking 
steps to address the chal-
lenges presented by the 
changing nature of  work 
and the need for affordable 
education and training 
with:

1. Need-based financial 
aid. Each year we commit 
state dollars to help stu-
dents afford the college and 
career training they need. 
This includes the Iowa 
Tuition Grant for those 
who choose private col-
leges; the Skilled Workforce 
Shortage Grant for com-
munity college students; 
Future Ready Iowa schol-
arships and grants to train 
for in-demand jobs; and 
the All Iowa Opportunity 
Scholarship for foster kids 
and other disadvantaged 
students.

2. Education and train-
ing options that meet 
Iowans’ needs. This can 
include online learning, on-
the-job training and certifi-
cations. Iowa is doing a lot 
to enhance apprenticeship 
opportunities, which allow 
people to earn a paycheck 
while learning the skills 
local employers need.

3. Prohibiting license 
sanctions for student loan 
default. Under a bill unan-
imously approved during 
the 2019 session, the state’s 
professional licensing 
boards will stop suspending 
and revoking professional 
licenses due to default or 
delinquency on a student 
loan. A person’s profession-
al license, like a cosmology 
or electrician license, can be 
critical to making a living 
and paying bills. It doesn’t 
make sense to take away the 
very thing allowing a grad-
uate to repay their debts.

Iowa’s changing 
economy and  
work needsBy Joe Wilkinson

Special to the Economist
For months, a couple 

dozen presidential candi-
dates have been through 
Iowa’s Main Streets, corn 
boils, summer festivals, 
parades, house parties and 
other events. They’re ask-
ing for our votes. Maybe 
you have noticed.

Their prize, of  course, 
is a good showing in Feb-
ruary’s Iowa presidential 
caucus. Right now, with 
a Republican incumbent, 
it is sort of  a Democratic 
free for all. Still, there 
are a couple GOP names 
floated.

Environmental issues 
have become more im-
portant to me; especial-
ly looking ahead to my 
grandchildren’s world and 
climate challenges. That 
is why a small grant from 
a national environmen-
tal group to us in the 
Iowa Wildlife Federation 
caught our eye. We are 
tracking candidates, to 
ask where he or she stand 
on the Endangered Spe-
cies Act (ESA). In its sim-
plest terms, The ESA pre-
vents species listed from 
being killed or harmed. It 
protects habitat essential 
to their survival. And it 
creates plans to restore 
healthy populations.

In the weeks ahead, we 
will continue ‘Chasing 
Presidents.’ It is not go-
ing to cover all the issues. 
However – like me – you’ll 
learn a lot more about 
renewable energy, climate 
change– as well as regime 
change wars, population 
bulges and even water as 
future world-changers.

So, this question is be-
ing put to each candidate: 
According to the 2019 
report on biodiversity, we 
now face the sixth mass 
extinction in Earth’s his-
tory. A million species 
may go extinct over the 
next few decades, due to 
pollution, habitat loss 
and climate change. In the 
news, we have seen starv-
ing orcas and polar bears; 
and plastics pulled from 
the stomachs of  marine 
species. Such losses harm 
our economies, health 
and quality of  life. As 
President, will you uphold 
our Endangered Species 
Act and better fund it, to 
protect imperiled plants 
and animals?

In print, the responses 
may be edited slightly, 
with no change in the 
context. The full respons-
es will be heard on our 
Iowa Wildlife Federation 
website; www.iawildlife.
org in a week or so.

Today’s guest No. 1: 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C o n -

gressman Seth Moulton, 
speaking to crowd of  40 
in Czech Village in Cedar 
Rapids. His take?

“ T h e  ‘ S av e  R i g h t 
Whales Act’; I sponsored 
it. We wrote it in my office 
and we were able to get a 
bipartisan cosponsor… 
that’s the way you can 
actually get a chance of 
it going to the Senate and 
passed into law. And…(to) 
get a bill like that passed, 
you have to find the mon-
ey to fund it. Well, we got 
the money for it.

“And here is why that’s 
important,” continued 
Moulton.  “There are 
about 418 North Atlantic 
right whales left, IN the 
world. We can either be 
the generation that watch-
es them go extinct– like 
the generation that saw 
the dodo bird and passen-
ger pigeons go away, or we 
can be the generation that 
steps up and saves them.

And every one of  these 
fights – legislation or 
fights in the U.N. or wher-

ever else – it IS a fight. 
The Maine lobstermen 
did not like the bill. (They 
would) have to make some 
modifications…because 
a lot of  right whales die 
by getting tangled up in 
lobster traps. We actually 
got the Massachusetts 
lobstermen on board. So 
this is something we can 
do. We can get industry 
partners.”

“We can deal with the 
opposition,” Moulton 
summarized. “But it is a 
lot of  work. (The ESA) is 
important and it’s abso-
lutely important that I will 
continue it as  President.”

Guest No. 2, Retired 
Admiral, former Penn-
sylvania Congressman 
Joe Sestak; discussing 
environment with a crowd 
of  about 40 in the Cedar 
Rapids Public Library.

“I don’t like that (the 
losses predicted), but 
think of  what we have 
insects, (amphibians?) 
Yes, everything. If  for no 
other reason? My daugh-

ter (a two-time cancer 
survivor). Supporting the 
ESA is the right thing to 
do. This is necessary. Take 
the coral reefs. They are 
vital. Fifty percent of  our 
oxygen comes from coral 
reefs. They are the lungs 
of  the Earth. Not taking 
care of  our ecology? It’s 
like smoking two packs of 
cigarettes a day”, Sestak 
stressed.

“This has to do with 
our way of  life. You lose 
plankton, you lose any 
of  that, you begin to go 
down. You lose shares? 
You begin to go down. 
So, I totally agree. We’ve 
been to the Galopagos 
( I s lands  reg ion)  and 
they’re already having 
(migration related) prob-
lems there.”

Next week? A couple 
fresh looks at the same 
question.

Joe Wilkinson is the 
President of  the Iowa 
Wildlife Federation.

Chasing Presidents for endangered 
species: Seth Moulton, Joe Sestak

Democratic Presidential candidate Seth Moulton fields a question during a campaign 
stop in Cedar Rapids this month. (photos by Joe Wilkinson)

Presidential candidate, Pennsylvania Congressman Joe Sestak, talking climate issues 
to a crowd in Cedar Rapids this month.
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